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IE following leaves, I may venture 
to conjecture, will afford the great- 


eſt rational entertainment to all lovers of 


literary anecdote. They abound witli 


paſſages of the moſt refined delicacy and 


elevated morality; paſſages which will 


animate the wavering Chriſtian to the 
practice of all that is noble, and confirm 


the philoſopher in the principles of his 
duty. I confeſs I cannot but feel ſome 


: portion of vanity when I conſider that 


for me was reſerved the important taſk 


of diſcloſing to the public eye ſo brilliant 


a treaſure. It is neceſſary to obſerve that 


I am not the late Dr. Johnſon's black, 
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1 Were 1 1 epprehenſive chat my names 
being ſuffered to ſtand in the title page 


11 Ae 


of the preſent production could, in any 
| degree, injure the ſale of the invaluible' 


43 537.F 


work which is ſoon expected from chat 
learned gentleman, Francis Barber, the 
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words ſhould have been omitted. I am 
con {cious | that t 1 have foreſtalled many 
anecdotes which be otherwiſe would 
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have made known: ſo manp, indeed,, 
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that, from the moment of this pam- 


phlet 8 publication, he will be fo in- 
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cenſed as to look black in the face ever” 


afterwards, But this will be the anger, 


of pride r. rather than reaſon ; for, be bis 
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ceeds from ſuch a an hand cannot but force 
itſelf into pu blic notice by its intrinfic— 3 
merit; * indeed, our names are not 
ſo Gmilar as to delude the public into 
the idea that Mr. Francis, the bar- 
ber, is Mr. Francis Barber, and thus 


impoſe the production of the former 
perſon upon them for that of the/ latter: 3 
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' ANECDOTES or DR. JOHNSON. 


N TOTHING is more gratifying to cu- 


rioſity than anecdotes of great men. 
Hence the avidity with which the John- 


ſoniana of Meſſrs. Boſwell and Piozzi have 


been peruſed ; an avidity which was al- 


moſt equal to the importance of the pro- 


ductions. It was, no doubt, an ex- 


tremely ſatisfactory piece of intelligence 


that the Doctor learned to box of his 


uncle Andrew; nor can the public ſuf- 


ficiently recompenſe that man who firſt 


"BB informed 


(ao 


inforrged them. that the, great Laxiphs- 
nes tept without a nightcap. The fol- 


cepted, are Ng are e _ 
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publication to their inſertion ; as I have 
the /econd.to a very curious letter ſent me 
by a medical gentleman Who was in the 


habits of intimacy with the hero of theſe 


; eee and who, perceiving that 1 
2s honoured with the Doctor s friend- 


_ thought proper to cultivate my ac- 
asl ance; and has, by his kind offices, 
conciliated wy Mo and eſteem 


; Pr. haben was certainly 15 greateſt 
man of 9, time, Mr. Bright, the Eſſex 
| "Bo: 0 2 B57 | butcher, 
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| butcher, excepted. But he'was not more 


great than virtuous ;- for, though his 
whole talk was inſult and traduction, it 


does not appear that he ever robbed a 
church, or, like his friend Baretti, was. 
tried for his life. So far indeed from 
wiſhing to rob a church, he could not 
withhold his bittereſt indignation if any 
man was profane enough to exert 'his di- 
uretic faculty againſt a martin 


This excellent man was not contented 
with preaching the dictates of philoſophy 


—he practiſed them; as the erb 
anecdotes will prove. 


One day when 1 obſerved to him that 


Tis "WIS was ſo far burnt, by too cloſe a 


* 2 contact 


11 | 8 ( wy 5 
contact with the candle during his his mid - 
night vigils, as not to be worn with decen- 

cy, he ſeemed going to fly into a paſſion; 
bur, checking himſelf, he ſaid, with | 
1 then I muſt have g. 
Mor: bin e aid Haines 10 Gbr! ot 

I e 15 4 Feridun — 
He ſhewed equal en indif- 

pee one evening at the late Mr. Stra- 

bez Where a large party, had aſſem led 
| to enjoy the pleaſures. of his inſtructive 
' converſations, when letting a cup, of, tea 
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Ros fall upon his uncle, while abſtracted in 


fünf and be eing inte rrogated by the 
Jody of the houſe whether he Was hutt, 
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Abe replied, * Not at all, Madam, not at 
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For turning a compliment With ele- 
pance” no man perhaps could equal Dr. 
Johnſon, of which his behaviour at Mr. 
s table is an inſtance, Mr, ——'s 
lady having declared, with regret, that 
Her dinner was ſcanty and ill-dreffed, 
Which, b by the bye, was both elegant and 
expenſive, the Doctor replied, «You lie, 


Madam, and fell to erh heartily, 203 
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I This, it is Sung was a mere "PU 
but, it ſerves to ſhew the power of his 


. ins Which was able inſtantaneouſly to 
lictate a ſtanza upon ſo trifling an 


ſion, However, after a momentaryx 


auſe,. he recited | theſe lines upon the 
fame ſubject, which the e believe, 
will acknowledge to poſſeſs aleganes ang 
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Ir this bright pot the brewer's ; as glows, / 
oF And paints his face as ruddy as the roſe 
% Vet would the ſweets of ſocial converſe fail 


„ Were this bright pot devoid of cheering ale. 


1 Unjoyous then its brightneſs all would view, 


4 Since thoſe who ſaw it would deteſt it too. 
2 Thus, dull and irkſome, thinking man ſhall find 
The lovelieſt Perſon unadorn'd with Mind.“ 


of 


Of his opinions, concerning the merits 


15 * 


of literary productions, I recollect very 
'F few. The life of Jack Hickathcift he 
4 hhaeld in veneration, as affording an uſeful 
I moral to mankind. 6 Sir, he would 
ſa y, © you tell me that a boy like Jack 
cannot bes giant; E n ee 


as all things. I 3 my literary 1 re 
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Olf the hiſtory of Tom Thumb, he 
thought that it was fabulous. 468 may 
1 be true, or it may be not,” ſaid he one 


day to Mr. Steevens, who hinted his in- 
tention of publiſhing the work KY notes. 
If you aſſert that it is true, I call for 

* . a 0 of its authenticity; yet 1 believe 
you: lh not find one in x the Britiſh hif- 
| tory, 
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ohtſon Was always hurt if a man 
abilities degraded 
ow-creatures, by contem iptuous repte- 
tations of human nature; and for this 


Abt : 


E £ 


on Lord Monboddo was his conſtan 
on.“ That man,” he uſe: 


9. 


2 FF 17 ) G 
s out, of. conceit with qurſelves. for-rea- 


the moſt abſurd. ,, I ſhall erpecd n 
bis next volume of Ancient Metaphyſicks, 
that he will not be ſatisfied with prefer- 


ing, like Roſſeau, a ſtate of nature to a 


ſtate of civilization; but that, like Swift, 


| he will, impiouſly ridicule the very make 
- and. ſtructure of the human ſpecies: that 


he will, with the folly, though not the 
wit, of Momus, wiſh that man had a 


83 window i in his breaſt, in order that his 


ſecret councils might be diſcovered: 
that he will queſtion the goodn 


l 


of Providence in. giving us eng, feet 
inſtead of four; and declare that our heads 
are nothing but excreſcences from our 


bodies, and ſerye no other purpoſe but 
to hang our hats upon.“ 
C | | Mr. 
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I.. Boſwell has related, in his journey 


to the Hebrides, that he cannot hear a 


E 


motions of enthuſiaſm which it is im- 
eme to deſeribe. This circumſtance 


he once, : unluckily, told Mrs. Pi ozzi, 
chen Mrs. Thrale, who, mentioning it in 
or, made it a 


converſation with the Dod 
ſudhect of ridicule, miſchievouſſy talked 
of having the martial founds of that i in- 
Aüeßt conve yed to his ears in an un- 
11 


expected 1 moment, and begged to know 
What would be the nature of their ef- 


lets. Incenſed at her want of fecling, 
and her intention of ſporting with the 


— 9 
* 
m 


isfortunes of his friend, the Doctor re- 
plied, % Why, Madam, Bozzy would do 
that, upon hearing a * which you 


. | 1 often 
4 * i * 
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often do without hearing one—he would 
p- ſs himſelf. Read Shylock's. ſpeech on 
the power of ſympathy, Madam, and you 
will ſee the matter explained in terme 


more n but not more veracious.” E 


Dr. Johnſon had an 8 krank- 


neſs about him, when ſpeaking even of 
his deareſt friends, that was ſingularly 
pleaſing. Thus, one day, he was ha- 
ranguing a company, at Garrick 8 houſe, 


on the neceſlity of corporal puniſhments 


being inflicted at ſchools, and concluded 


his diſcourſe by pointing to his quondan 
| ſcholar, and laying, « Why, there i is 


ture ſuch a blockhead, that I was forced 


to flog every letter of the alphabet into 


him.” | 
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” 
No perſon was ever a geater admirer 
of chis celebrated man than Mrs. Macau- 
ley, the hiſtorian, who, though of dif- 
akut — principles, was not, as 5 


This lady was once crowned with laurel 
on her birth-day, (of which ceremony 


Sir John Hawkins copiouſly relates the 


particulars in his late publication,) and 
ſhe returned the compliment by begging 
leave to kiſs the Doctor hand. „ Ma- 
dam, ſaid the Doctor, * you are at liberty a 
to kiſs my hand, as a woman; but as a whis, 
you ought to think 1 it an honour to be per- 
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wipe the e of. his Tour to 
the Hebrides, the editor of Oſſian was 


FS. 8 


| @; irritated at the freedom with which 


the 
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che authenticity. of his collection of that 


ſublime poet's productions had been diſ- 
cuſſed, that he ſent Dr. Johnſon a ſhort 
note, intimating his intention of caning 
him if he proceeded any farther in his 
inquiries upon that ſubject. Dr. Johnſon 
wrote an anſwer, equally laconic, in the 
2 words: 


1x, 


"THE threats of a ruffian ſhall a not 


prevent me from detecting the decep- 
tions ofan impoſtor. 


SAM. Jonyso.” 5 


Dr. Johnſon's talents for religious con- 
troverſy cannot be doubted; but a proof 


of the Wen of ann dd which 
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he could enforce his opinion, may not be 
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unacceptable. Diſcourſing in company | 


+ 5 


ne day on the ſubject of the 
delivered i in the Athanaſian creed, 
doubts were ſtarted by ſeveral perſons 


preſent, which were not the moſt fa- 


vourable to a doctrine ſo obvious and ta- 


tional. Dr. Johnſon declaimed againſt 


ſuch Profaneneſs. This ſcepticiſm, how- 


ever, Was attempted to be ſupported by 
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reaſons, of which the Doctor proved the 


fallacy by ring | up, clenching his fiſt, 
| And declaring that © if any perſon dared 


offer a, doubt | upon the ſubject, he would 


Lock bim down.” This was dealing in 


arguments of the moſt forcible” nature, 
"which could not but apply ther ſelves to 
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the ena, and which would, no doubt, 
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have been, more an in controvert- 


133 Of 
| 2 opinions of Soame Jenyngs than 


all the reaſoning and ridicule ſo happily 
beſtowed in the Remarks on the Origin 
of Evil. —This anecdote I had of Dc. 
H—pſ—n, who had it of Dr. Kenrick 


who was preſent at the time of its occur- | 


LEW 


Dr. Johnſon's tenderneſs to "as faie 
ſex i is well known; but in no inſtance i is 
it more conſpicuous than the following : 


At Burton upon Trent, while he was 


l 


conſidered merely as a young man of 


vr 43 


ingenuity, he viſited Mr. . an 
| apothecary, Who had the good fortune of 


being in poſſeſſion of an amiable and 


dae daughter. The Doctor and ſhe 


were 


* 2 
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were on engaged in literary an Y in- 


tive converſations ; but at one time 
ſhe happened to differ from Him in ſome 
point | or other, and unluckily offered 
ſeveral arguments fo powerful as to ren- 
der it almoſt impoſſible for her not to 
be bictorious in the diſpute. The Doctor, 
Kowever, with that delicacy which was 
16 congenial to his diſpoſition, and that 
addreſs which marks only a man of ſu- 
T genius, ſeized her arm, and, grip- 
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generoſity, and endeavoured to make out 
the words. Finding his attempts vain, 
he conceived that if the paper were dried, 
he ſhould! be able to ſcrape off the 
yellow pelliele, and __ xr the Whole. 
For this "purpoſe, he ordered it tö be 
hung before the kitchen fire; but un- 
fortunätely the coc ," Ignorant” its 
value {kewered® il Wund joint of "kiear 
that dg rhen roaſting! Much c inpitty 
hack been invited to dinner, and this HS! 
terry mired became the ſubject of 
boſlood RY Ol Mr. 
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the very moment they act act b; 


commit ſome neglect or other hie ch 
furniſhes means for the diſcovery of their 
crime! n — E SEILVY. 4 9455 28 KP 


ke colour of the paper likewiſe 
prove it's authentici city. "The taſte Miſs 


— obſerved Was rather ſtrong in her 


mouth; but the cook perſiſted in 
that both the taſte and colour aroſe 
from tlie gravy of the meat. This in 
indeed be faid of the cblhur; but 
ed it all round, and it felt to wy 46d 
late much more bitter than gra 
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_ the, day-!; The company likewiſe were 


8b in. good Þirits xt, their diſappointment, 


Thus wg n day's pleaſure-deſtroyed by: 


the ignorance of a cook, whoſe folly de- 


prixedius of that pure gratification which 
we ſhould haue teceiyed from the peruſal 


of wf had ? perhaps D never yet been : 


printed; and what from the DoRot's poſe! 


teriors might e den wech r W 


his poltern 102 1 07. 1 19d do rioi26 


Yet to convince you that I have nat 
always been thus diſappointed, I ſhall 


conclude my letter by laying before you 


one or two ſpecimens of the literary ac- 
quiſitions LE have obtained in the courſe 


of my examinations into Dr. Johnſon! > 
1 It were a vain taſk to talk 
of 5 e | of 
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SE: 
of letting you have all, er even thetwen2 
tietk part of in cle c acquilitish 2 
the num 
to print them vas: Work? b by itſelf, and 
upon the appearance of the tlirtietk edi- 
tion of ydur valuable 
r them inſtantiy to 
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| + HOW. 1 8 ir John Hawkin 
** juſtice of the peace, write > my life, 
in order to prevent the miſtakes of 
thoſe. who may, upon my deceaſe,, 
come my biographers. This life will 
chiefly conſiſt of the fulleſt account r 


* 
8 ' < 2 
| WS te 3 Y 9 Sw @ & n En 07 os ig 
S — * 3 £ x 443 * 44 
. | 


« How my mother, ſome little time 
brought to bed of an owl... FH. 
ther laughed at her the next 
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How her dream was repeated, with this 
addi n—that'the owl pecked at a dead 
eagle, an m. have devoured it, had 
n frightened away by ſome un- 


ky: . pelting it with ſtones, 


bricks, wood, and divers other things. 
en a ertremel yt troubled thereat, 
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Ho "Wi on the third . the PRONE 
je an ſhe was brought to bed of 
an owl that played upon the fiddle. How 
ſhe co — a W woman on 
* and ma. len. 
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| een Saturn found to be in the af · 
' acondapt..7 How it was therefrom pre- 
:GiQed that 1. ſhbuld de a man of great 
| graviey and impc tance, How my father 
: was enraged. at 8 the affair, and 
frightened the nurſe, who let me fall 
with my head againſt the hearth, How 
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4 the hearth was broken, but my head un- 


* of 


hurt How a doctor was ſent for, and 
I cried at the be and We es 


Of the pranks of my childhood, 
aſter I could walk, particularly, i in. making | 
A ſet of ſtate trials, and ſeveral other valu- 

able books in my father $ library, i imperr 
fect, by tearing the leaves out for a pur 
pt which ſhall be nameleſs ; ; how this 
EEE 


3 xdiReobe wy ans: ee r- 
wer Fe? both his arms, and wore out a 
large rod, in chaſtiſing the offending parts; 
and how he cried becauſe he could nat 
make me ſhed a tear, ordiſcover 5 Fs 
of nt 


1 « How 1 was very miſchievous and 
-4.444 BALL el 
malicious, but never laughed; ; and how 


12 was s obliged. to be lent to ſchool. 
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Of my ſchool een bow I uſed 
to tell tales of my ſchoolfellows to the 
uther and maſter, and how I uſed to 
complain to my ſchoolfellows of theoty+ 
rarny of their governors. How  Iswas 

very fond of pudding; and uſed to doze 
whil was en —_— leſſon. F 


45 « How our maſter, in order to im- 


J 17.26 


1 i prove 


vaſſertion, by getting out of his ace ; 
ↄbeating me well; How . cried outs. but 


66 
"proven us: in tlie arts of eloquence and 


Lem pof ron, uſed to give us a theme to 


harangue upon, before an aſſembly of the 
whole ſchool. How My ſpeech conſiſted 

#:perſonial abuſe againſt my ſchool- 
fellb us. How I cenſured one of them 


5 oho had. oſten aſſiſted me in doing my 
| yexerCiſe; for his ſtupidity and injuſtice ; 


:and-hbow he contradicted: the truth ay 


neither the maſter nor the ae | 


hear me. as. they h of to geep 
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ow I was ſoon taken from ſc 1 00l; 
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* *. became  Pajuful. to my paren 


7 ridiculouſly termec 
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inſ lence; and how 1 was ſent g ay 
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nants, 


brig 24 
from what; the 


-- wm 
nants, goods, and chattels thereunto ap- 
Pertaining, and bound clerk eo ann 
nn 8 Lis oed wm a 
Doſlilaog dane 7 VIMUWOERN leo lodw 
lock (Soni ſaw an attorney ike a cauſe 
in hand, gratis, of a man who had been 
e ee but could not afford tio 
| pay the proper fees, though his family | 
vue ruined if the cauſe were not 
brought forward. How 1 deſpiſed the 
eee for his n in dad of the 
eee 5013 ion 1m $06) 13 chien 
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Cc "How 1 read Addons aeg 222 
Was much offended at his drawing ſuch 
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 charadters 28 Sir Roger de Coverley, Capt. 
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Sentry, and Will Honeycomb. How it 
Ko ared evident that he bad an intention 
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to ap the foundations of morality there- 
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EIT and how 1 told her. How ſhe 
aſked me if I was not pleaſed with Sir 
Roger ? and how I was * at oy. 
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4 How I was unwilling to chte my 
talents from the world, and engaged to 


Write elfays in an evening paper. - How 
1 was foon turned off, and how. I ob- 


ferved that the & piper grew CR dull 


n 3 arne | Nane x | 5011 
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1 „Hor F ielding, Richardſon, Gola: 


folk, and Dr. Hawkeſworth, \pellered 
the town with novels, eaſtern romances, 


| and ſuch nonſenſe. How I therefore 
thought that they all had entered into a 


: 4 7 | deſign. 
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deſign to * the innoceuce ard haps 
pineſs_ of mankind by their writings, and 
how 1 became certain of this, from bear 


ing that they had ſeveral times dined * 
"ws 9 


5 n took much to reading Pope, 
Swift and Addiſon; how 1 found my 
mind grow tumid thereby, and feared 1 
ſhould be obliged, like Doctor Johnſon, 

to write” ſuch papers as the Ramblers: 
How I was much vexed thereat, and ap- 
plied myſelf to Blackmore, Pomfret, 
Sternhold and Hopkins, and Tate and 


Brady, and how I was much tified 
e V 
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= ofed of my work by aſking my friends 
=. chad ſcen it 5, 

| — plied in the negative, ommang to eng 
= them a ſet. — me 4 
= F ; and how, ſoon after having, ſent 

"nn m one, 1 called upon them for the 5 
ll body my * in a houghtleMy tak- 


ing away his cane, and one of his. manu- 
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ſcripts. How it was odd enou _ - 


oo * 


men to de r and comm 
ugh careleſſneſs, which thoſe who'do 
not know their weakneſs might _ 

ttr bote to e e 1 04} 
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"i os” 1 have forgot to mention y 
being made a juſtice of peace. How 1 6 
ſaw Midas one night at the theatre, ind | 
Was incenſed to obſerve ſuch an inſult 
offered | to the dignity of juſtices of the 
peace, by making Midas Me, and, at the 


1 ame time, painting bim A 1 
character. n 
44 | 


A How 


| „ 4x. . ien e e 
5 12 as How I went the next night” to ſee 
=p Venice l Preſeryed, and was much offended | 
6-7 - chereat. Piero, who f is one of the cha- : 
cker, forms a plot to: ruin all the 


925 etical A jftice done: at laſt; Prey Hill LEE. 
lodged an information againſt him, and a 


: mittimus was inſtantly made out for 
* r bays I wor : 
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(5% How IT f the aber Lovers of 
Steele pevfrned b ans of Wb BEARD 
of vice, and was diſpuſted with the dull 
and inſipid ſtuff of Bevil, Myrtle, and 
Indiana; and how a Pan omime ſucgeeded, 


by whigh-T was much entertained, Ant 
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«How - 1 * upon my back, and 
dreamed of Harlequin cutting the taylor's 
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net 8726) 
21 Hon 1 real Swift "ip t 
the people of Ireland for lightening their 
fliſtreſs and poverty, by eating the” poor 
children of the kin gdom; how N55 way 
ket) at the barbarity of be id a 


1 | - & $7568 firs 
N tho ü n ee - aa * 


185 How 1 read his y Pa to 
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Shſeis che 
Sch ono fs dt G wor bas”: wb tht chin 
la Ha N eaught cold ene ia y by nies? 

| 8 Wk cars Bridge, and how 4 
fr t thereupon, and got 


we a 
nia xn 10 1e nile ian. oh no noh 


ce H 
* wn with uch conſeious 
ay: „98 Nor ant 1 Fed th . 
infölehles, 18 Cery bed, en . 
a 5 . . hey Was 
0b. Ba! 10192003 7 
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ef * 11 eb on better an 5 
yp: one aſterhoon, and how Wo he.” 
| boughtha>glaſwof im therewith. 1 Hol" 


| P-wavfoihtenfell at is impödenee ahl 


cken 0d ce. Kheek the gif bb b BY 
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bis n hand, and prevent lift 
S any more money, by ſtanding by 
him till duſk; and how going home : the | 


thoughts: of the begins ſcandalous con 
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duct ran ſo. in' my head, as 10 ive 15 
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to a great many deep and enfibie refl .-y 


9 70 on the unfecling nature of i ma ankind. 
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after 4 Mating * Whole "night w with an 
Hifient female author ; concernio the 
| particulars of which | 1. my biograph . 
of Dr. Johnſon; an nd "how, | hies che 
Fovain of Gay, A was in goo hether, 
it . love or che bellyache; How 1 
as, obliged: haſtly te, retire inte the 
err and thereby convinced chat 
it was only: the bellyache. How the anxi- 
ety of. my mind was much eaſed thereats-'» 
21. 2 Hoy 


f 


—— — 


Den n * 9 SIT * 


15 of Dr. Joht aſov.. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( 


141 


* n, ad . od: 
0 dinge. „ 5 . * | wh SELLS on 


7 i 3 
2 4 ; : | be” 
— * 3 * k * 
8 7 : __ , Torn w 1 ws 4. 2 1 EY F 324 SF 63 3 
» * 8 FUL I? 2 lid 4 * 1 E * 1 2 G 
0 5 1 wy t ry 4285 44 5 6 ; 
ST | | C05 : 


o 3 


83 uu Vas wich Pest acer chat 4 
could diſcover, through the. brown ſhade 
af the paper, the above words; but what 
follows i is: totally unintelligible, © How: 0 


2 valuable a paper could become the in⸗ 


habitant | of the place from whence Job- 
tained i it, may afford much matter for cu- 
fious f peculation. . I could hardly, have 
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been depoſited there by Lis John 
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kins himſelf. | By whole hand, chen 
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a LICK have been committed; as an 


ing. to the goddeſs e of the Velenrtobe g 
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2-6: Of the authors who hive embittekeck 
the happineſs of life by the pernicious 
tendency of their writings, none are more 
atrocious than thoſe who have taught us 
to be diſcontented with our preſent eon- 
dition, by unreaſonable murmurs at the 
dliſpenſations of Providence, and partial 
: — the ee of an nd; 


ana 2. e COS 6201 


„ How men Vevüld be found ſo weale 
po "wicked as 10 teach us to repine at 4 
fituation which, however miſerable, w 0 8 
ate ordained to ſuffer, is not eaſy to be 
onetived ; but it is certain that writers 
have exiſted whole | aim has been to pers 
vert the end for which their abilities 
were given them, and diſſeminate cor= 


| Fuption, when it was their duty to have 


2 a 


Ry promoted amendment 3 that, inſtead of 
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os 
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in © their ns all 


pected. to proceed only ron 
cious n or ee TW 


- * 
* 
3 
. 


4 Thoſe . „e denden in 
declamations on the turpitude of man- 
kind, are not unuſeful memhers of ſo- 


 ciety; and the miſanthrope, though. his 


' repreſentations of by man baſeneſs im- 


preſs us with gloomy and dreadful Ideas... 
is not deſtructive to the intereſts of vir- 

, becauſe - the horror he excites ori- 
1 n from a deteſtation of. moral de- 
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dur virtue, A 3 dwelt as e 
nant pleaſure on the degradation of hu 1 
man nature; and that __ have „n 
ort N ; which could 7 ex- | 
m - pertina- 
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pravity; but the 


who depre- 
ciate the ſtructure of the human frame, 
and ridicule the common offices required 


1 5 by nature, have no apology to offer: 
they rebel againſt conviction and ra- 


tionalityz 'cenſure what ought to inſpire 


| them» with admiration” and reverence, 


0 folly. e 
. : ' 
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What were their motives for ſuch nefa- 
rious conduct, is beneath the dignity of 


the preſent ſubject to inquire ; but perhaps, 
notwithſtanding the contempt with which 
they affe& to view human nature, they 
are not themſelves ſuperior to the reſt of 
mankind; either in conſtitution or tem- 
er, but ſubject to the ſame deſires 


and the ſame averſions; ſtimulated by 
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the Tame hope, alarmed by the ſame fear, 
diſtracted by —_ and —_ by 
ene, N an et e 00 kite 
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« Of all the be fubjets's at which: 1 men 
i levelled the ſhafts of jocular ſatire, 
none has grown more ſtale by frequent 
repetition, than an houſe of office; an 
houſe, which may ſurely claim ſome diſ- 
tinction, as it has ever been the reſort 
of the greateſt poets and rhetoricians, 
philoſophers, and divines. There they 
direct our attention, if we would learn 
humility, and affect to laugh at our 
ideas of human importance, by remind- 
ing us how ludicrous human import- 
ance — when Nauk ly relieving: the 
en e e 
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neceſſities of nature. But it cannot eaſily 
be proved that there is any cauſe to 
bluſh for what is unavoidable, or to con- 
ſider that as a degradation which is uni- 
Ow n from . 


= Yet da theſe 1 may not 
be wholly without advantage; for though 
they render the ignorant more obſtinate, 
and the diſcontented more ungrateful, 
they may ſerve as uſeful leſſons to the 
ſage, and teach him to check the va- 
* of human wiſhes. 


« It is the PRO of f Claudian, to thoſe 
who, would cure, themſelves of an hope- 
leſs pafſion, to conceive the grimaces and 

f K2 contemptible 
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When caſing. the neceſſities of nature; 


and perhaps were the ſlaves of vain hopes 


and ambitious deſires to take an imagi- 


naty view. of his; ſtate when ſeated, i in the f 
houſe- of- office, he would elevate his 


hopes to nobler proſpects than the admi- 
ration of mortals, and be convinced of 


the deſpicable inanity of human pride. 


By ſuch * retroſpection, beauty might 


learn to deſpiſe the folly of her con- 


queſts: and ſome hopes might be enter - 


tained that tyranny, power, and riches, 


. would be drawn back from their preſump- 
tious ideas of ſuperior worth, to remember 


that they are not above the leyel of man- 


kind; d they are obliged to Perform 


the 


(: 

the vileſt offices, even of the brute 
creation; and that they cannot rationally 
expect a greater degree of dignity than 
the reſt of their fellow creatures, unleſs 
. my * a . degree of veg: 


Such, Sir, are the ſpecimens of. 2 
literary | treaſures! ſuch is the knows 
ledge my reſearches into the grand cave 
of Cloacina have obtained! 


In writing on ſo tender a ſubject, I 
congratulate myſelf on having uſed no 
expreſſion that can convey an indelicate 
idea. If I had, however, I truſt an 
apology is unneceſſary, for my ſole aim 
has been to inform and improve; ; and 

go _ therefors 
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CE) 
therefore. you might tay to me, what 
1 heard judiciouſſy ſaid to an amiable 
and faſhionable young lady of my ac- 
quaintance. Not conceiving that I was 
near her, as ſhe was in converſe with 
a female friend, on ſome moral or lite- 
[7 topic,” the er pee to let fly a 
ſhe politely 
8 «I beg your pardon, ma- 


% 


dam!“ — <« Pray do not make an apo- 


logy,” replied the other, © there ought 
not to be any ceremony between us,” 

If you think proper to publiſh this 
letter, I requeſt that you will omit my 
name; for the importance of what I 
have communicated is . ſo great, that 
I am 


* * 
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( 9 3 
I am certain it would cauſe much envy 
and create me many enemies, 
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» * 
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My dear Francis, 


Your humble Servant, 
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